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convicted, and sentenced, but at tho last moment a
reprieve arrived from London, to tho intense indignation
of a crowd athirst for vengeance: four days later, under
mysterious ringleaders who oould never afterwards be
discovered, fierce throngi suddenly gathered together at
nightfall to the boat of drum, broke into tho prison,
dragged out tho unhappy Porteam, and sternly hanged
him on a dyer's pole closo by the common place of public
execution,

Oarteret thought that these wild doings furnished
good material for a parliamentary attack (1737). If the
government did nothing, ho could denounce them for in-
difference to law and order. If thoy took sharp measures,
he knew that it would kintllo the roHontmont of the
Scotch. In either case, moreover, ha would discredit
the authority of Lord May, to whom tho minister looked
for the management of Scotch aft'aim Thin calculation
proved quite correct, Walpolo WUH bound to cover Lord
May, as well as his brother tho Duka of Argylo, and ho
dreaded lest tho affair should become national, The
Lord Provost of Edinburgh and four bailiwB wore sum-
moned to tho bar of the Houso of Lord*, and it at once
became evident that BO far m fooling in Scotland went,
the affair was already national in its full extent, Their
testimony showedt that ninety-nine HeotoHmen out of
every hundred thought that Purlwnw had been justly
condemned, and justly put to death, Inlay warned
Walpole that any attempt to inflict excoauive punish-
ment for Porteoua's murder, would nmko tho whole of
Scotland disaffected, and would render tho government
of the country impossible.

In the course of a prolonged ami acrimonious conwo-rder, duty on stock in hand, They were toldng of the duura of Convocation in 1717 was anter would never forsakeghofa, pp,
